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But presently  in the cabin below speech returned to us.
" Well, it beats me. Aye, it beats me. . . . I'm sorry.
There it is. I'm beat." George held his head down be-
tween his blackened hands. Sweat dripped from his nose
on to the deck. Three bright glittering beads fell one after
the other. I counted them and watched them where they
fell. They dulled slowly into die wood. And then another
fell. His eyes were red and his grimed face was drawn with
the last extremity of fatigue.
" We're comfortable enough here," said Walker, " if the
weather holds. There's no need to worry so long as it keeps
like this. We're not dragging. We'll just have to stick it
out and wait till the ship comes back. We've plenty of food,
haven't we? "
" Och aye! " said Matheson. <c We can last a good while
yet. We've all that oatmeal and a goodish bit of meat and
plenty biscuits. Maybe we'll be all right if the weather
holds. Fd rather be elsewhere but maybe well be all right
We'll have to go easy on the fresh water. There's not so very
much left in the breaker."
" Just have a look in the locker and see if those eggs of
mine are safe/3 said the Doctor.
" We'll be eating those before long I expect," I said.
" Perhaps the ship will be here to-morrow," Walker said.
" That is, if it keeps fine. She must be on her way round
here by now. I wouldn't be a bit surprised if she was on her
way. The Old Man will do the east coast on the way round
I expect* I wouldn't be a bit surprised to see her to-morrow.
They'll send a whaler for us as soon as they see us, I expect'*
" I couldn't half go some of the cook's duff now," said the
boy sorrowfully.
" What about those bergs? " I asked with apprehension,
" They'll probably go clear of us."
"What if they don't?"
" We can see them coming, you know, and kedge out of
their way* We're not quite so helpless as all that"